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Jury Statement 
SPECTRUM International Prize for Photography of the Stiftung Niedersachsen 
Adrian Sauer 
 
In awarding Adrian Sauer the SPECTRUM International Prize for Photography in 2023, 
the jury is honouring an artist whose work has accompanied the development of the 
medium of photography for almost two decades in a way that is as original as it is critical. 
Sauer is particularly interested in the consequences of the technological upheaval that 
accompanies the new digital order in our society. In this context, Sauer developed 
pictorial formulas early on that allowed him not only to depict this medial change, but 
rather to make it the object of visual reflection.  
 
Standing in the tradition of image-analytical photography, he has at the same time 
consistently extended this to intermedial forms of art and in doing so – perhaps 
surprisingly – has above all carried the long-discussed relationship between painting and 
photography into the present artistic debates. It is therefore no coincidence that Sauer 
is perceived as one of the most distinguished representatives in the context of 
contemporary abstract art. 
 
In addition, the jury would like to acknowledge with its decision that Adrian Sauer's 
artistic interest, especially in recent times, extends beyond such art- and media-
immanent questions and problematizes the role of photography as a medium of 
everyday modes of use and action. In a convincing way, he resorts to artistic means that 
combine image, text and sound and thereby also enter the public sphere. The question 
of what photography actually is, which goes hand in hand with the change of media and 
inevitably has to be asked again and again, is consistently taken up by Sauer as a problem 
that cannot be answered from the images alone. In his work, he frequently indicates 
that in order to answer this question, we ourselves must be brought into play as viewers 
and, not least, as users. In its use, photography continues to be shaped, while conversely 
it also shapes us. 
 
With this award, the jury hopes to create an exhibition that places the work of the prize-
winner at the centre of current social debates: as indispensable as photography has 
become as an instrument of our everyday modes of use, it will be crucial to reflect on 
this connection between medium and action. Adrian Sauer can contribute to this in 
many ways with his artistic work. 
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